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HARTLEPOOL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health, 

Housing  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees* 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Hartlepool  for  the  year  1944* 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  deterioration  in  the  standard 
of  health  of  the  population,  rather  - this  standard  would  appear  to 
have  improved  as  there  has  again  been  a marked  decrease  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality  and  Death  Rates  and  a further  increase  in  the 
Birth  Rate.  The  Birth  Rate  of  21.97  is  nearly  double  the  Death 
Rate  and  must  be  one  of  the  highest  in  England. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
has  caused  grave  concern.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  Sanatorium 
beds  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  send  many  of  these  cases  home, 
where  they  are  constantly  exposing  children  and  young  people  to 
the  risk  of  infection.  This  is  one  of  the  first  post-war  problems 

to  be  tackled  and  every'  effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the  housing 
conditions  of  Tuberculous  patients  by  providing  homes  with  gardens 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  tov/n  where  each  patient  can  be  assured  of  a 
room  and  bed  of  their  own.  Even  without  taking  into  account  the 

amount  of  human  misery  caused  by  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  the  treatment 
of  a case,  with  its  prolonged  rest  in  Sanatorium  and  its  further 
period  of  ill-health  and  absence  from  work,  causes  a tremendous 
financial  strain  on  a community  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  unless 
something  is  done  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  this  town  will 
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tend  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  daring  the  next  ten  years* 

During  the  year  there  have  been  no  serious  epidemics  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  apart  from  a minor  rise  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  which  disease  however,  did  not  cause  any 
deaths.  The  incidence  is  now  down  to  pre-war  level.  A scheme 
whereby  general  practitioners  are  authorised  to  immunise  children 
at  the  Council’s  expense  has  proved  satisfactory. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have 
functioned  normally  during  the  year  and  attendances  have  been  good. 
Through  an  arrangement  with  private  practitioners  and  the  Council 
all  patients  can  now  be  ante-natally  examined  at  the  Clinics  or  in 
their  own  homes  free  of  charge.  My  best  thanks  are  again  due  to 
the  Womens  Voluntary  Committee  for  their  invaluable  work  at  the 
Welfare  Centres. 

The  scheme  for  providing  maternity  beds  in  the  local  hospital, 
free  or  at  a reduced  rate  according  to  income,  has  not  been  an 
unqualified  success.  The  Council  can  only  offer  these  facilities 
to  the  general  public  as  unfortunately  the  Health  Department  has  no 
direct  contact  with  maternity  cases,  except  through  the  Doctors  and 
Midwives,  the  latter  being  administrated  by  Durham  County  Council. 

We  can  only  advertise  the  scheme  as  widely  as  possible,  trusting 
that  those  women  who  are  living  in  bad  surroundings  will  notify 
the  Doctors,  Midwives  or  the  Health  Department  staff  at  an  early 
date  in  pregnancy  of  their  intention  to  go  into  Hospital.  We  are 
thankful  for  the  skill  of  the  Doctors  and  Midwives  in  the  town 
v/ ho,  working  under  such  conditions,  have  again  given  us  a blank 
sheet  for  Maternal  Mortality,  but  when  there  is  an  adequate  service 
of  Home  Helps  there  can  be  no  excuse,  financially  or  otherwise,  for 
any  woman  in  this  tov/n  to  have  her  baby  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
surroundings. 

Once  again,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I wish  to  tender  my  thanks 
for  your  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer,  Infant  Welfare  Centre: 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS,  M.  B.  , Ch.B.  , D.  P.  H. 


Sanitary  Inspector^  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors: 


G.  A.  WARD,  M.  S.I.A. 

Certificate  of  R. S. I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.  S.  I.  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and.  Other  Foods. 

E . V.  ABBEY , M . S . I. A . ( PART-T IME ) . 
Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Joint  Board* 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 


MISS  F.  MITCHELL,  S.R.N.  , S.C.M. 

MISS  W.  STEVENSON,  S.R.  N.  , S.C.M.  , H. V.  Cert. 

MISS  W.  FICK,  S.R.N.  ( granted  one  years  leave  of  absence 

from  31-8-44)* 

MISS  B.  M.  STORER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  ( commenced 

2-10-44;  temporary  for  one  year). 


J 
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Staff  (Contd). 


CLaRaS 

MISS  I.  BLENKIN. 

MR.  J.  J.  PRYDE  (FART-TIME) 

MRS.  E.  03B0N  ( resigned.  23~1  244) 

MISS  J.  n.  PALLISTER  ( commenced  13*12-44) 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ..  * » •• 

Population  ( Census  1 931 ) • *• 
Population  (estimated  mid  1944).* 

Rateable  Value* 

Sum  represented  by  a id*  rate 


1 ,841 

20,545 
14,740 
£71 ,124 
£254.  15.  0 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR . 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1.  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

Legitimate 

159 

150 

309 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 

15 

Total 

1 68 

1 56 

324 

Birth  Rate-  21 

.97 

2.  STILL  BIRTHS- 

Legitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

5 

9 

Rate 

per  1 ,000  total 

births  - 

27.77 

3.  DEATHS.  ... 

• ••  • • • • • • 

.103 

87 

190 

Crude  Death  Rate  - 12.89 

4.  NUMBER  OF  WOMEN  DYING  IN,  OR  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF,  CHILDBIRTH- 

from  Sepsis  ...  0 

” other  causes  ...  0 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total  Births-  0 
. Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year-  23 

5.  DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 Year  of  Age 

per  1,000  live  births-  70.98 

6.  DEATHS  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ••• 

'*  " Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ~ 

" " Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  2 

" " Influenza  ...  • • • 1 

" u Diphtheria  ...  ... 

" " Cancer  ...  » • * 31 


I 
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COMPARATIVE  TABID 

OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

,1.934-44* 

YEAR.- 

BIRTH  RATE. 

DEATH  RATE. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

• 1 934  • 

18.9 

14*9 

57*2 

1935 

18.8 

16.3 

86.8 

1936 

21.2 

15*41 

60.4 

1937 

19*5 

14*14 

67*4 

1938 

20.0 

15*6 

55*2 

1939 

1 8. 5 

14*5 

75*0 

1940 

19*6 

17*3 

73*2 

1941 

17*08 

16.74 

68.0 

1942 

18.9 

15*9 

142.3 

1943 

20.33 

14.5 

91*5 

1 944 

21.97 

12.89 

70.98 

BIRTHS. 

During  ths  year  the  number  of  live  births  registered  was 
324*  comprising  1 68  males  and  156  females  and  of  this  number 
9 males  and  6 females  were  illegitimate*  The  Birth  Rate  shows 
an  increase,  the  figure  being  21.97  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  as  compared  with  20.33  in  1943* 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents^  belonging  to  the  Borough, 
after  making  allowances  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was 
190,  comprising  103  males  and  87  females,  which  gives  a Crude  Death 
Rate  of  12.89* 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Diseases  of 
the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  42;  Cancer  31 ; all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
12;  and  Bronchitis  18. 

Ths  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was 
23  as  compared  with  27  in  1943* 


INFANT I LE  MORTAL ITY . 


Disease 

Under 
1 wk. 

1-2 

wks. 

! 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

Total 

under 

4 wks. 

1 mth. 

& under 
3 mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths 

9-12 

,mths. 

Total. 

Pneumonia 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Inanition 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

— 

_ 

B. 

3 

Atelectasis 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

M 

_ 

3 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Marasmus 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Intussusception 

- 

1 

1 " 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

! 1 

! 1 

2 : 

12 

5 

2 

3 

1 

23 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cause  of  death 

Males 

Females. 

^ 11  causes  % % % •••  « % * •••  •••  •••  ••• 

103 

87 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

’ 

f 
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Causes  of  death  (Contd). 


Cause  of  Death 

Males. 

Females. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

Diphtheria 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

5 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

- 

3 

Syphlitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

- 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  buc;  cav;  & oesoph;(M),  uterus  (F) 

- 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

2 

7 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

14 

5 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

8 

8 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

22 

Other  diseases  of  Circ.  system 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

6 

12 

Pneumonia 

8 

- 

Other  resp.  diseases 

6 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

- 

Other  digve.  diseases 

2 

3 

Neuritis 

2 

- 

Puer.  & post-abort,  sepsis 

- 

- 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

- 

Premature  birth 

4 

4 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant,  diseases 

2 

1 

Suicide 

“ 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

- 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

1 

All  other  causes 

13  ; 

£ 

9 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY, 

At  the  beginning  of  the  report  a list  is  given  showing  all 
officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  of  the  Borough. 

2.  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREa. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Disease  are  carried  out  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  - Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  by 
motor  Ambulance  belonging  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Tov/n  Ambulance,  used  for  all  cases  except  the  above,  wos 
called  out  322  times  and  the  fees  accrued  amounted  to  £57*  16.  6d. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Provisions  are  as  for  previous  years. 

3.  MIDWIFERY  ^ND  I-.^TERNITY  SERVICES. 

Financial  aid  has  been  granted  to  Maternity  cases  wishing  to 
enter  Hartlepools  Hospital  Maternity  Ward  in  11  cases. 
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Puerperal  Pyrsxia  and  Puerperal  Fever  cases  are  admitted 
to  Howbeck  Hospital  and  also  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation 

Hospital* 

ANTE-&.TAL  CLINICS. 

As  previously  reported  these  Clinics  are  held  at  ’Vest 
View  and  Frederic  Street  Clinics.  Facilities  have  now  been 
granted  for  certain  cases  to  be  examined  in  their  own  homes. 
Altogether  176  women  were  examined  during  the  year,  which  is 
a slight  increase  on  the  figure  of  163  for  last  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. 


The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hartlepools  Gas 
and  Water  Company  and  the  supply,  though  hard,  is  abundant  and 
of  good  quality. 

Below  is  a report  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  a sample  of 
v/ater  sent  for  analysis 

Parts  per  100,000 

12.80000 
.1295 
.0069 
.0031 
.0320 
None 
78.0000 


3 

Not  quite  bright. 
None. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ... 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  

Ammonia  ...  ...  . , , 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  . . . 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ... 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°C.  ... 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  23.8  Degrees. 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  16.0  " 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ... 
Appearance  of  Sample  in  2 foot  tube 
Odour  v/hen  heated  to  50°C.  . . . 


MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Satisfactory. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 37°C. 

after  72  hours  '.  0 per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 20-22°C. 

after  72  hours  0 per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°  C.  after 

72  hours...  Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°C*  Negative  in  A 0 ml. 

OBSERVATIONS.  j 

This  sample  is  free  from  any  indication  of  contamination 
by  drainage  of  an  undesirable  character  and,  judging  from  the 
results  of  the'  bacteriological  examination,  it  is  practically 
sterile,  consequently  it  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for 
human  consumption. 


(signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


•'O 


j 


• i 


■•..L.i.  • 


riy . ; ' 1 v 

.o>;/ 

. i ; p 


: i:  ■ ■; . ■ X i ; 


•>  bJ.-  : ' /.'if  . . 

:;j  il;-  ' c ) 

1...:  : . i. 


:r 


"s 


) 


; . < ! . V. 


."'i 


. • • , s 

'i  _ 


; B 


V' 

. .1 
:■?:/  fi' I' O 


•T'.:  I: 


rrf 


.8  103  /...  o 0 


i'.i. 

: JjiiO?-'1 


: : •:  i ..  i ;\~y  ..-■in'-' 

, : i « >.bfiu  as  I'd  ■■■.:•  x : 

. • • rgO  1 J 0:-; -I  : ' t -1' 
s,  y.Cjyrv  y . 

,r.  •;  i:  j i.i  •: 


r.yn  a ; 


_“7  _ 
I 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 • Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  178 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  938 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations , 1 925  & 1932 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  «•»  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation ..  144 

2 • Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice; - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..102 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:- 

A-  Proceedings  under  sections  9?  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1938 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

(b)by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  2 


B-  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:- 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..o  ...  ..  — 

(b) by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 


C-  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  1 3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

x Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  .. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *•  - 


D-  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  "been  rendered  fit  ...  ... 

4 • Housing;  act  „ 1 956  „ Part  IV.  - Overcrowding . 

(a)(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  505 


r 
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(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


• •o  • « • •• 

• • c # • • 


505 
. ..  2373 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 


(d) -  Particulars  of  any  such  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
(abated  after  informal  action  had  been  taken)  . . . ... 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  ... 


PREVALENCE  OF,  and  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications 
and  removals  to  Hospital  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and 
also  the  number  of  deaths :- 


Disease. 

Totai 

Cases 

Notified 

1 Cases 
{Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

- 

Diphtheria 

26 

26 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 



Erysipelas 

4 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Encephalitis  Lsethargia 

— 

— 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough: 

4 

- 

- 

Measles 

59 

— 

AGE  GROUPS. 

i — 


1 

Disease  j 

Unde] 

1 yr 

b 

.11- 

1 

i 

J2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

ro 

0 

1 

35- 

45- 

65  & 
over 

Total. 

Smallpox  i 

Dr 

~i — 1 - ■ ■ 

Diphtheria  j 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

10 

2 

2 

1 6 

1 

26 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  ( includin 
Para-Typhoid) 

g 

r 

i 

2 

1 

4 

17 

9 

4 

i 

t 

! 

mm 

37 

Puerperal  Fever 

i- 

- 

Pneumonia  (Primary 
& Influenzal) 

. 

j 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

"" 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ; 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 

— 

— 

“ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

Infantile  Paralysis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

— 

- i 

— 

~ 

Mi 

1, 

Whopping  Cough 

Measles 

1 

2 

7 

1 

3 

8 

i 

7; 

1 C\J 
t-m  i 

- 

ii 

--i.i 

4 

5?.,.  . _ 

I 


I 


rVr.  ri.r-\ 
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SCaRLET  fever. 

There  were  37  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during?  the  year 
and  3 of  these  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  those  cases  where 
satisfactory  isolation  could  he  maintained  remaining  at  home, 

DIPHTHERIA, 

There  were  26  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year, 
there  being  no  deaths  from  these  cases.  All  these  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 

Up  to  December,  1944  6l.3/o  of  the  pre-school  children 

and  65*62/6  of  the  children  of  school  age  in  Hartlepool  had 
been  immunised  against  Diphtheria, 

MEASLES.  * • 

Only  59  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
no  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease, 

'7H00PING-  COUGH. 

4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  this  disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS, 

29  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  which 
is  an  increase  of  2 over  1943*  The  total  deaths  were  12,  which  is 
a decrease  of  2 as  compared  with  1943*  Two  cases  v/hich  v/ere  notified 
were  subsequently  de-notified  during  the  year. 

SCABIES. 

Ov/ing  to  the  disbandment  of  the  First  Aid  Posts  and  the 
reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies  in  adults,  the  treatment 
is  now  being  carried  out  by  the  patient's  own  Doctor.  When 
required,  children  are  treated  at  the  Clinic,  a shov/er  bath  having 
been  installed  for  this  purpose.  Altogether  16O  individual  cases 
of  Scabies  v/ere  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Posts  and  Clinic  during 
the  year. 


The  following  table  shov/s  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  for  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  during  1944* 


) 

AGE  PERIODS 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonar.y 

TOT. 

Pulmonary 

A.L  DEATHS. 
Non-Pulmonar.y 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

, F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

-- 

, 

i 

1-5  years 

- ! 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

5-15  " 

— 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 5-25  " 

1 

9 

2 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

25-35  " 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

35-45  " 

2 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

45-55  " 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55-65  " 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upv/ards 

- 

1 _ 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i.  ...  ~ ...  . 

" .... 

Totals : - 

: 7 

LL2_ 

5 

4 

5 , 

6 

- 

1 

r\ 


! 


W: 
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Ths  following  is  a comparative  table  of  the  number  of  new 
cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  over  the  past 
eight  years : - 

1944.  1945.  1942.  i 941 . 1940.  1959.  1958  1957. 

otal  New  Cases-  29  27  27  25  35  38  33  31 

otal  Deaths-  12  14  13  24  19  14  23  18 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  we re  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 

3Tj *T 1 3T ICA L RETURNS . 


Number  of  Legitimate  Births  ... 
Number  of  Illegitimate  Births... 
Number  of  Still  Births...  ... 


309 

15 

9 


Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 21.97 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year:- 


Legitimate  ...  ...  22 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 

5 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births:- 

Legitimate  ...  ...  67.9 

Illegitimate  3*08 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


YEARS 

HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND 

& 

WALES 

1935 

86.8 

57 

1936 

60. 4 

59 

1937 

67.4 

58 

1938 

55.2 

63 

1939 

• 75.0 

50 

1940 

73.2 

55 

1941 

68. 0 

59 

1942 

142.3 

49 

1943 

91.5 

49 

1944 

70.9 

46 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 


Work  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  progressed  satisfactorily, 
the  attendances  having  increased  by  632  during  the  year. 


* 


. 
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The  following  tabls  shows  ths  amount  of  work  dons  in 
connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  during 

the  year:- 


Total  Attendances  during  the  year:-  . . .«•  . . . . 4*345 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  age 3*534 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years  8l1 

Average  number  of  children  attending  per  session  .*  85 

Total  number  of  children  who  made  first  attendances:-  455 

1 • By  children  under  1 year  of  age  • • . . .*  ..  381 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years..  • 74 


Number  of  children  who  received  Artificial  Sunlight  treatment :- 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  agei » ..  ..  ..  6 

2.  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years..  19 


DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  THE  CLINIC. 


DISEASE 

Number 

under 

1 year 

Number  1 

over 

1 year 

I DISEASE 

Number 

under 

1 year 

Number 

over 

1 year 

Enteritis 

1 6 

2 

Umbilical  Hernia 

11 

Eczema 

4 

- 

Hare  Lip  & Cleft 

Constipation 

14 

5 

Palate 

- 

1 

Jaundice 

1 

- 

Pink’s  Disease 

- 

1 

Talipes 

2 

- 

Malnutrition 

5 

4 

Impetigo 

6 

Abscess  of  leg 

- 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

- 

Scabies 

2 

- 

Phimoses 

1 

— 

Ulcerated  mouth 

1 

- 

Rickets 

6 

2 

Dermatitis 

1 

- 

Otorrhoea 

2 

2 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

2 

- 

Conjunctivitis 

5 

- 

Vi/hooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

— 

2 

Glands 

1 

1 

Debility 

8 

3 

Injury  to  knee 

1 

- 

Mastoid 

2 

Scalded  arm 

1 

«*» 

Little's  Disease 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors 


(a)  To  Expectant  Mothers  ... 

...  First 

Visits 

69 

Total 

Visits 

69 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year 

...  First 

Visits 

322 

• . . Total 

Visits 

1 *538 

(c)  To  children  between  1 & 5 years..  Total  Visits  2,208 


4 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  S^NITi.RY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YE;,R  1 944.  * 


Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street, 
HARTLEPOOL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report,  being  the  fifth  summary  report,  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1944* 

With  the  end  of  the  war  almost  in  sight  thoughts  have 
turned  to  post-war  work  and  the  action  taken  to  secure  a post- 
war development  plan  prepared  by  an  expert  on  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  can  only  be  commended.  Even  apart  from  war-time 
deterioration  of  property,  througl/Lack  of  labour  and  meterials, 
it  is,  I think,  now  generally  realised  that  the  Council's  pre- 
war slum  clearance  programme  only  touched  the  fringe  of  the 
question  in  this  town  and  that  during  the  post-war  period  there 
must  be  a much  wider  conception  in  the  town  of  what  is  and  what 
is  not  a fit  house. 

During  the  year  the  Council  accepted  the  profferred  delegation 
of  powers  by  the  County  Council  contained  in  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919  and  I can  only  reiterate  what  I said  last 
year  that  it  is  difficult  to  appreciate  why  the  Powers,  like  the 
rats,  are  not  universal. 

Owing  to  war-time  conditions  '.of.  labour  shortage  and  lack 
of  assistance  in  the  Department,  most  duties  could  barely  be 
maintained  - a position  that  has  been  emphasised  by  the  large 
amount  of  additional  v/ork  required  for  rat  extermination.  Any 
untoward  happening  in  the  town  would  no  doubt  mean  the  complete 
cessation  of  most  aspects  of  my  duties.  The  question  of  Sanitary 
staff,  often  emphasised  by  me,  will  soon  have  to  be  faced  up  to. 

In  most  aspects  of  my  duties  there  is  little  that  calls 

for  comment. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
G.  A.  vVARD. 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

178  houses  v/ere  inspected  during  the  year  for  defects  under 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  and  a total  of .938  inspections 
were  made  for  the  purpose.  Ths  action  taken  is  summarised 


below: - 

Informal  Notices  served. 126 

" " complied  with,..., 98 

Second  or  Reminder  Notices  sent.............  68 

Statutory  Notices  served l6 

" " complied  with. 4 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  notice..  18 
Letters  of  warning  sent 8 


• 4 


V 


$ 


t 
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It  is  still  only  possible  to  secure  the  execution  of 
essential  repairs  but  there  has  been  no  further  deterioration 
in  the  supply  of  labour.  The  position  generally  remains 
reasonably  satisfactory  and  the  close  liaison  maintained  with 
the  local  builders  ensures  that,  generally  speaking,  urgent 
nuisances  have  prior  attention  though  delayoccurs  at  times 
with  regard  to  other  repairs# 

A fairly  severe  gale  eatly  in  November  occasioned  an 
appreciable  amount  of  damage  to  houses,  particularly  roofs, 
and  in  repairing  these  other  classes  of  repairs  had  to  be 
neglected  - which  accounts  for  the  number  of  outstanding 
notices  at  the  year  end*  By  the  end  of  the  year  less  than 
one  half  of  the  gale  damaged  properties  had  been  dealt  v/ith. 

Repairs  on  default  of  the  owner  were  carried  out  in  two 
instances,  affecting  four  houses,  and  the  necessary  action  taken 
to  recover  the  costs. 

The  supply  of  manufactured  cast  iron  articles  continued  to 
be  insufficient  to  meet  the  normal  demand  for  replacements.  As 
I pointed  out  last  year  these  articles  of  under  3 cwts.  each  are 
supplied  on  a quota  system  and  do  not  appear  to  reach  the  ordinary 

builder. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Little  arose  under  this  head  during  the  year  to  give  rise  to 

comment. 

The  Fish  Meal  Factory  was  maintained  during  the  summer  months, 
the  troublesome  period,  relatively  free  from  nuisance.  This  was 
due  principally  to  the  shortage  of  offal  for  processing  and  the 
fact  that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  one  concentrator  was 
out  of  commission  and  in  consequence  the  improvised  condenser  was 
better  able  to  cope  with  the  effluvia. 

All  other  premises  were  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfactory' 
condition  during  the  year  and  informal  action  only  had  to  be  taken 
to  remedy  minor  defects. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Ills  pection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  total  number  of  meat  and  food  inspections  carried  out 
numbered  64  and  4 carcases  of  pigs  (at  pig  clubs)  were  examined. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year 
amounted  to  1 ton  4 cwt.  6 stone  12  lbs.  Of  this  total  over 
5 cwts.  is  accounted  for  by  meat  and  bacon.  The  principal 
cause  of  condemnation  was  bone  tainted  beef  and  decomposition 
of  bacon,  in  the  latter  case  due  to  too  infrequent  delivery 
during  the  hot  weather  and  lack  of  suitable  stocaae  accomodation 
at  grocers  shops.  ^ 

A lot  of  additional  inspections  and  clerical  work  are  still 
called  for  in  respect  of  tinned  ’pointed’  foods  owing  to  the 
desire  of  shop-keepers  to  recoup  their  points  losses  - whereas 
under  peace-time  conditions  the  tins  would  just  have  been  thrown 

out. 


Warnings  v/ers  issued  in  two  instances  arising  out  of  the 
sale  on  unsound  food. 

Hi lk  and  Dairies,  etc. 

The  condition  of  dairies  and  milk  shops  in  the  town  remained 
satisfactory. 


I 
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Informal  action  secured  the  remedying  of  several  minor 
causes  of  complaint. 

♦ 

Milk  (Special  Designations ) Order,  1936 • 

No  graded  milks  are  produced  within  the  tov/n. 

The  results  of  'bacteriological  examinations  of  pasteurised 
milk  are  shown  below: - 


Bacteriological 

Examination. 

B.  Coli. 
present 

Phosphai 

Passed. 

rase  Test 
Failed. 

Comply  19 

6 

15 

4 

Not  compy  12 

11 

10 

2 

Totals:-  31 

17 

■ — 

25 

~6 

Of  the  12  samples  that  did  not  comply  4 were  in  respect 
of  a plant  in  a neighbouring  town  and  were  due  to  technical 
difficulties,  which  proved;  very  difficult  to  trace  and  eliminate, 
with  regard  to  the  pperation  of  the  plant.  The  presence  of 
B.  Coli.  in  7 samples  and  4 failures  to  pass  the  phosphatase 
test  arose  in  samples  during  this  period.  The  fault  was 
remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  other  failures  were  in  respect  of  an  outside  firm. 

Previous  diffuculties  have  been  experienced  with  this  firm  but 
the  trouble  is  apparently  due  to  wartime  transport  difficulties. 

In  view  of  the  emphasis  being  placed  on  milk  as  an  article 
of  food  the  position  for  1944  certainly  left  a lot  to  be  desired 
from  a public  health, point  of  view. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Raw  Milk • 

31  samples  of  ungraded  milks  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  were  generally  satisfactory. 


Bacterial  Count. 

Classification.  No. 

of  Samples. 

B.  Coli. 

Below  200,000  ...  ... 

Good 

22 

Found,  w 

11 

Over  20Qjp00  and  less 
than  500,000. 

Moderate 

3 

1 

Over  500,000  

Bad 

6 

5 

x B.  Coli.  present  in  only  l/lO  c.c.  in  11  samples. 

B.  Coli.  was  again  present  ir yk  high  proportion  of  samples 
of  accomodation  milk,  though  there  was  some  improvement  in  the 
bacteriological  standard. 

Locally  produced  milk  generally  maintained  a high  standard 
though  there  was  an  unsatisfactory  sample  from  each  producer 
during  a hot  spell. 

1 8 samples  were  submitted  for  the  biological  test  for  the 
presence  of  T.B.  and  one  sample  was  reported  as  positive.  The 
offending  cow  was  traced  and  slaughtered. 

RESTAURANT  KITCHENS,  etc. 

Nothing  arose  during  the  year  with  regard  to  canteens,  etc., 
though  sporadic  complaints  as  to  vermin,  mainly  rats,  proved 
troublesome. 
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Prscautions  against  Contamination  of  Food. 

Informal  action  had  to  he  taken  in  respect  of  various  minor 
defects  at  differing  types  of  food  shops.  Formal  action  was  taken 
in  respect  of,  one  grocery  shop  arising  out  of  an  accumulation  of 
rubbish  and  the  choked  and  filthy  condition  of  the  W. C.  The 
nuisance  had  not  been  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Several  grocers  shops  were  cleared  of  rats. 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

Arising  out  of  the  increased  use  of  female  labour  three 
additional  water  closets  were  requested,  and  provided,  at  one 

factory. 

The  work  of  modernising  the  sanitary  accomodation  at  a 
factory,  mentioned  as  being  well  in  hand  in  last  year's  report, 
was  completed  early  in  the  year. 

In  respect  of  another  factory  where,  as  reported  last  year, 
sanitary  accomodation  consisted  of  pail  closets,  a subsidiary 
block  was  abolished  and  water  closets  and  a urinal  provided 
instead.  Plans  for  the  conversion  of  the  main  block  of  25  to 
the  water  carriage  system,  drained  to  a septic  tank,  were  well 
in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  unsatisfactory  urinals 
at  these  works  were  also  reconstructed  during  the  year. 

I.liscellaneous  minor  defects  found  on  inspection  were 
generally  dealt  with  after  informal  action  had  been  taken. 

RATS  i-dID  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Infestation  Order c 1943 . 

Delegated  Powers  by  the  County  Council  were  accepted  by 
this  Council  in  July.  By  the  year  end  58  infested  areas 
involving  more  than  108  different  premises  had  been  dealt  v/ith 
or  v/ere  in  hand.  Whenever  circumsatcnes  demanded  it  the  block 
system  of  control  v/as  used  and  in  no  case  v/as  any  obstruction 
met  v/ith.  Some  misapprehension  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  public 
some  of  v/hom,  as  a result  of  the  Ministry  of  Food's  advertisements, 
thought  that  the  expenditure  would  be  borne  by  the  Local  Authority. 
Details  of  premsies  dealt  with  are  shown  below  and  the  size  of 
some  of  the  industrial  establishments  meant  that  they  hod  to  be 
subdivided  into  v/orkable  areas.  Considerable  extra  work  v/as 
thrown  on  the  staff  of  the  Department  and  a lot  of  work  outside 
office  hours  necessary  as  as  to  cause  minimum  interference  on 
trade  premises. 

The  Disinfector  attached  to  the  Department  received  the 
Ministry  of  Food's  approved  course  of  training  in  methods  of 
disinfestation  and  the  method  has  v/orked  well. 

No  criticism  or  comment  seems  necessary  on  the  recommended 
methods  v/hich  have  proved  themselves  in  practice. 

Types  and  numbers  of  premises  dealt  with  are  detailed  below: - 


Restaurant  Premises...  5 
Allotments  (groups)...  2 

Schools 2 

Public  Houses.. 4 

Fish  Trade  Premises...  2 


Refuse  Tips 2 

Food  Shops Ij- 

Industrial  Premises...  4 
Blocks  of  houses 29 


Total  number  of  dead  rats  recovered 
Total  number  of  dead  mice  recovered 


826 

185 
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CIVIL  DEFENCE. 


Prevention  of  Vermin  Infestation. . 

The  routine  disinfection  of  civil  defines  bedding  from  all 
types  of  A*R. P.  Depots  was  maintained  until  the  stand  down  of 
the  various  Services. 

Emergency  Water  Supplies. 

8 samples  of  water  from  emergency  drinking  water  tanks  wer 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  One 
sample  was  adversely  reported  on  and  the  tank  affected  was 
effectively  chlorinated. 
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